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&£ Cabmet clears ‘Digltal
India’ programme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 20

THE Narendra Modi Cabi-
net Wednesday gave approval
for Digital India — an ambi-
tious programme to “trans-
form India into digital em-
powered  society and
knowledge economy”. Envis-
aged by the Department of
Electronics and Information
Technology (Deity), Digital
India will be implemented in
phases from the current year
till 2018.

Digital India is transfor-

 mational in nature and is

aimed at ensuring that gov-
ernment services are avail-
able to citizens electronically,
the government said. It would
also bring in publicaccounta-
bility through mandated de-
livery of government’s serv-
ices electronically.

The programme aims at
providing digital infrastruc-
ture as a utility to every citi-
zen as well as high-speed in-
ternet as a core utility in all
gram panchayats.

It also envisions provid-
ing a “cradle to grave digital
identity” thatis “unique, life-
long and online”.

The overall scope of this
programme is “to prepare In-
dia for a knowledge future”,
“to-make technology central
to enabling change” and “to

become an umbrella pro-

gramme covering many de-
partments”, Union Law and
Telecom Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said.

The programme aims to
seamlessly integrate depart-
ments to provide easy and a
single window access to all
persons. It also aims at mak-
ing available government
servicesin real time from on-
line and mobile platforms.

OTHER DECISIONS:

199 loca’uons aﬁected by Left ng Extremlsm (LWE)in 1
tates ofAndhra Pradesh Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharas
Madhya Pr_adesh Orissa, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West Be
roject implementation cost through the open tenderin
| »,approxrmately Rs 3,568 crore agamstthe revised coste:
of ,216crore The pro;ectwould be ex

g i
ength of approxnmately 3821 km along twnr ,
ject cost isRs38, 680 crore, wnh the. government

“The government will setupa-.
‘programme -~ management .

structure for monitoring im-
plementation of his pro-

. gramme.

“'The key components of
the management structure
would consist of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Af-
fairs (CCEA) for according
approval to projects, a Moni-
toring Committee headed by
the Prime Minister, a Digital
India Advisory Group
chaired by the Minister of
Communications and IT, an
Apex Committee chaired by
the Cabinet Secretary.




