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“BSNL, PowerGrid,

RailTel Get Cracking
‘on Optic Fibre Project

KALYANPARBAT . -
 KOLKATA "", "

BharatSanchar Nigam, Pow-
er Grid Corp of India and
RailTel are in various stages
of evaluating and floating
multiple tenderslinked to ca-
ble laying and trenching op-
erations of the 221,000-crore
national optic fibre network
(NOFN) project. The com-
ments by the Universal Ser-
vices . Obligation  Fund
(USOF) came inresponsetoa
query by Rajya Sabha MP
and former owner of BPL
Mobile, Rajeev Chandrasek-
har on the status of the pro-
Jject. The USOF is an inde-
pendent telecom department
arm that will finance NOFN
rollout, which is the commu-
nications ministry’s biggest
telecom venture for taking
high-speed internet to the
hinterlands. Cable laying
and trenching is the most ex-
pensive capex piece likely to
be upwards of 210,000 crore.

BSNL, PowerGrid and Rail-

Tel have been mandated to
handle cable laying and
trenching responsibilities of
the national broadband ven-
ture in the 70:15:15 ratio. Bids
relating to ducting are also

under evaluation by the
three staterun companies, .

the USOF adds. The USOF
has, however, attributed the
time-overruntothe challeng-
es of implementing a “mega
project that is widely dis-
persed across the country”,
asperan internal telecom de-
partmentnote seen by ET.
“It may be difficult to ad-
here to timelines stipulated
by the Cabinet Committeeon
Infrastructure (CCI)for com-
pleting the NOFN project,
given the challenges of reac-
hing fibre to rural and re-

mote areas across the coun-
try” says the USOF in its
response to the query. So
much so, the Telecom Com-
mission has sought CCI ap-
proval for a two year exten-
sion, instead of the original
October 2013 deadline. In its

' response, USOF has also

noted that the survey work
forasmany as2.861lakh gram
panchayats (GP) has been

concluded out the total 2.5

lakh GPs.

“BSNL will handle survey

work in 1,73,910 GPs while
PowerGrid and RailTel will
do 36,047 GPs and 35,791 GPs
respectively”, i
The USOF has also in-
formed Chandrasekhar that

Bharat Broadband Network

issettofinalise contractsfor
buying optical fibre cables
and “GPON” devices that
carry voice, data and video

signals over broadband net-

works at super speeds.

BBNL is a special purpose
vehicle that is ‘mplement-
ing the NOFN project. Such
Gigabit Passive Optical Net-
work (GPON) systems are
used for taking high-speed
Internet to the hinterlands
to expand the broadband
benetration.




