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‘Cabinet clears !
1, 258 cr.
refund for
BSNL, MTNL

spectrum

| PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
- NEWDELHLJANUARYS. |

‘THE Cabrnet on Thursday ap-
" proved a refund of about Rs
| 11,258.48crore forbroadband
‘wireless access (BWA) spec-
’| trumsurrendered by state\-fun
| MTNLand BSNL. |

" “The payout would be o

: staggered and doneovera pe- | E
| riod of time. The GoMwasof |
| the view that BSNL and
| MTNL did not participate in |
| theauction of BWA spectrum |
' so it would be better to re- |
' fund...thatwould contributeto |
 (théir) revival,” information &
'broadcastmgmlmsterMamsh -
.| Tewari said after ameeting of
| the Umon Cabinet. . !
 BSNLandMTNLdidnot
il takepartrnthe 2010spectrum *
| | auctionandhadbeen askedto
| match the price paid by the
. | ‘successful bidder for the air-
waves." Both companies of-
- | fered to surrender their spec-
| trum and sought refunds of
/| paymentsmade: .
b  BSNL had paid R88 3138
crore, while MTNL paid Rs
4,534 crore, putting a heavy
‘| burdenontheirbooks. BSNLis
| returning partofthe spectrum |
andwill get Rs6,724.51 croreas | -
| refundwhile MTNL, whichop- | 1
eratesservicesinMumbaiand | ¢
- Delhi, will receive Rs 4, 53397
| crore. “BSNL is surrendering | 1
spectrum in six Circles, thatis |
| why they are being refunded | «
Rs 6,724 crore,” telecom minis-
ter Kapil Sibal said here. The
sixareas of BSNLare Gujarat, |
Maharashtra, Andhra |
| Pradesh, K - Tamil |
- Nadu and Kolkata.
' The proposal to refund
k ‘one-nme - upfront charges paid
| forBWA spectrum was sentto
|| the Cabinet by the group of
ministers headed by finance
| minister P Chidambaram,
| which was tasked with chart-
_ingacourse of proﬁtabﬂrty for |/
the PSUs .
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